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ROCKHOUND NEWS April 1988
FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Spring-&ike weather has finally come in Michigan, and I am sure thatmost

of us have already been outside cleaning up the yard, checking the lawn mower,
working on the car, or otherwise having a great time in the fresh,clean air.
Maybe a few ' ave even had time to pick up a rock or two..%ersonally,,l have

been attempting to find out how many hours a pexrson can hold on ‘td a chain saw
an ax in one weekend. : i Gy ;

Qur banquet is coming saoon, éo;please get ready for_a_good‘meéi and some
entertainment. The committee has been working, and so we are getting all the
information ready for you. ' ' '

I would .like to thank Richard Miller for his donation of a ruby pendant ot d
and esarrings, as well as Bettie Patterson of a citrine necklace(over B-6 caratis)
for the show raffle. If you have any donations to mnke, please let me know. We
havé enough prizes to order the raffle tickets, but we need many more. They can be
in the form of jewelry, crystal groupings, carved material, fossils, and anything
else rock-related.

_.An appe=al must be made here, also. Marie Lewis is not able to continue being

our editor. If we still want & newsletter we must have somecne to take over this
responsibility. Ve have the necessary equipment. All we neec is o person to type
five or six pages o month and preparc the newsletter, which is our main method
of communicating important information to the whole membership.

‘The May 5 board meeting will be at the Capitol Federal Bank. branch office
in Okemos, at 7:30 p.m. as ususl. ‘ . B

Jim Moses

PROGRAM = Joe Manina

The speaker for the Aprilv21st meeting is Mrs. Kay Christin of Chateau Gems
of Lansing, Michigan. L Y

She is o Graduote Gemologist and her program is titled,"Expanding on the
4 Clam

Board Meeting April 7.

Corresponding Secretary —-Don Lohrer ) :

The Society extends its deepest sympathy to Mr. Scott Taylor and to the
George Heaton family as we too share their sorrow at the loss of a loved one.
The club sends get well wishes to Ruth Hillis, who wes injured in a household
accident; to Fleremce Hill, who was plagued with bronchitis for a while; end
to Nancy Collins and Anna Williams, both of whom underwent surgery. ue wish
them k1l o speedy and complete recovery. ‘

Membership - Welter and Doris Aven

The Bocrd approved the application for membership.of Joyce Kahres,

1724 kahres Rd., Holt, Mi 48842, phone 694-9355. Uelcome to the club, Joyce!
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Field Trips = George Heaton, Jr.

March Field Trip to Huntsville, Ohio
Thirtesn of our members met at Duff Juarry, Huntsville, Ohio, for the

March 19 field trip to look for the unusual pyrite crystals found there.
There was little cvidence of the snow that the weather forecasters had been
predicting. If there had been any snow the strong sunshine must have melted
most of it before we arrived. The weather was cool, but dry and very sunny,
making good collecting conditions because you could work hard without getting
hot and sweaty. Collecting was very good with two large blast piles in the
right part of the quarry to produce an ample guantity of pyrite. All members
of our party were able to find some pyrite specimens as well as some of. the
other minerals to be found at this quarry. Jim Moses found a specimen with
tiny ruby sphalerite crystals. This was one of the best finds of the day,
since sphalzrite is probebly the rarest mineéral to be found at Duff Quarry.

obauly the largest quantity, and some of the better specimens of pyrite

egre collected by Gordon and Marie Lcw1 Other minerals collected included
dolonlte and Tluorite. ; : v

Field Trip for April

- .The field trip for April will be to Hungry Hollow near Arkona, Ontario,
on Saturday, april 30. This is the last day in. April and not our regular
field trip date becesuse I will be at the Cincinnati Gem and Mineral Show the
weekend .of the Z3rd and 24th. The Hungry Hollow field trip will -be for the
fossil collectors, .and the fossils are plentiful. We will meet at the North
end of the steel bridge over the Ausable River at Hungry Hollow at 10:00 a2.m
- on Sgturday. :

To get thersz from Lun51ng, take Rt. 69 east to Rt. 94 at Port Huron. Go
north on 94 =zbout 5 miles to the Blue Water Bridge, which crosses the 3t. Clair
River to Sernisz, Ontario. The bridge is a toll bridge and costs 50¢ for
passengar cars, small trucks, and vans. After crossing the bridge and going
through Customs, the expressway Rt. 402 is right in front of you. Teke 402
cast from Sarnias to exit Y44 for 7 t. 9. Go north on Rt. 9 about + mile to
Rt.7. Turn right(cast) on Rt. 7 and go about 2 miles to where Rt.7 turns
north(lefty. Go north on Rt. 7 about 47 miles to Arkona. In Arkona, turn
‘right at thc traffic light on Rt. 12 and go about ? miles to the Hungry
Hollow Road., It will be a grjvel road i-aac ciat ly on your left going north.
Theze is a small, grecn,.arrow-s hapcd Hung*y Hellow sign on your right just
befere the Hungry Hollow Road but it is easily missed, Turn leftoon the
Hungry Hollow Road and go a little more than imile to a steel bridge over
the -Ausable River, Cross the steel bridge and turn left onto a small gravel
gravel road just at the north end of the bridge. There is room hers near
. the entrance to the gravel road for several cers to park along the side of the
roads and this is where we will wedt, The clay pits where we will collect are
beyond a gate at the end of the road. “ g’

GHOW = William Roge

The show commi tve is still looking for & dealer to “DplcCC the ScmpertG.
Jim Foses has applied for uhu ruffle pprﬁlt, ‘and Ulll get thc raffl& tickets
printed.
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Treasurerfs Report April 7, 1988 - Richard Saxman

Balance on Hand 2/29/1988 Checking Account _ $784,18 5784,18
Receiptis ‘ . i

Badge 3.00

Show Dealers 1988 - ' 260,00

Miscellaneous = Auction : EE 11..55 274.55
Disbursements

Rent ; ; 15.00

Publications o 101.36

HMembership 7.38

Miscellaneous . . . ; 12:12 135,86
Balance on Hand March 31,1588 ' 922 .87

EdUCﬂtiOn“— Florence Hill

Tha nlneral of this menth is staurclite. This is a hydrous iron magnesium
.aluminum silicate with a complex formula and an interesting crystal habit.
Ernie Oliver has voluntesred +n glve the talk on staurolite sinzno ho P guite
a bit'of~fizsthand information on' that mineral.

Thank you, Adam Foster, for your repart on pyrrhotite in March, and Richard
Miller Far your talle on chaleepyrite 3n Januawy.

Community Service - Florence Hill

Grit Turner has been meking good use.of the Kreps cases of rocks, minerals,
and fossils. In Februory he showed and explained them =zt the Fathes~Zon dinner
of the Robbins United Methodist Church, and at & 4-H club meeting at the
aurslius Town Hall. He took them to =xhibif a* .+ : Father and Son banquet
at the Brookfield United Methodist Church in Marcii. Good work, Grit!i-

‘ 1f you talk or demanstrate for a group, or put an thlblt in:a public place,
plaaae inform us so others may know of your work.

dgnouet

The Soard aCCPpt"d the recommendation of the banguet committee that we
hold our annual bonguet at the First Christian Church, Lansing. The chuzrch
is at the corner of Chester and Covington, one short block uect of Us 127
and one block north of Grand River Avecnue. The dinner will be May 19, with
a social hour at 5:30 pm and the meal served at 6:30 pm. Tickets will be
avzilable ot the meesting aApril 21. Cost is $5.00 for adults; 53.00 for our
student members and for the children of our adult members. See Marie Lewis.

In Hempozian
The sudden death of Thelma Taylor lMarch 5 has taken from us a lovely
enthusinstic lady. Her warm smile and friendly helpfulness will be sorely
issed. /e extend sincers sympathy to Scott and other members of her family.
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From the March 17 meeting --
Attendance was 50 members and 5 visitors.
~ Joe Manina accepted the position of vice-president. -

President Jim Moses stated that volunteers are still needed for newsletter
editor,and reporter for the 1988 All-American Club contest.

The educational talk on pyrrhotite was given by Adam Foster.

A banquet committes, consisting of Mery Crosby, Florence Hill, Marie Lewis
" and Jettie Patterson, was appointed to select a site and menu. It was voted
to go as high as 7 in cost, and agreed to hold the dinner on our regular
meeting night, the third Thursday, May 19.

flen Hukill reported that Kitty Starbuck of Kalamazoo had discussed with hdim
the possibility that @ group of neighboring clubs might cooperate with the
Kalomezoo club in hosting the 1989 MJF Convention-Show. The consensus was to
offer our assistance. . Alan will follow this up. ' '

Read and Erma Myers have sold their house and are moving. They are giving
materinl ta the children's table(Thank you, Read and Ermal!). They are also
selling equipment. Vickie Jacobs offered to pick up the material.

John Takis brought in some intercsting photos he took at our show last fall.
Door prizes were won by Alberta Maonina, Joe Manina and Scott Powers.

The silent auction wes lively and productive. Much good material changed hands.

Children's Tzhle - George Heaton, Florence Hill

Now is the time to bring in things for the children's table. e need them
as soon as possible sc they can be prepared for the show. o

Needed -- foam egg cartons, one dozen size 4
specimen size rocks, typical of their kind but not necessarily perfect’
smzller rocks for starter kits

'It'hglpé if you 1abel the ccntainﬁr with nome and location of rocks.

Collecting Hint -- To brezk a cavity with fragile crystals from a large:
matrix specimen while in the field, fill the cavity with fine dirt ond hold
the matorial with the cevity facing up to retain the dirt while you trim the
specimen, The dirt prevents the shock of the hammer blows from loosening
the crystals.
: Fram the Pegmatite

The human brzin is = wondrous organ that starts working the maoment you are
born, and never stops until you stand up to speak in public.

From Rock Roll rs
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Placos to Go
tpril 15«17 it. Clemens Gem & Lapidary Society Show, Mt. Clemens Community
Conter, 300 N. Grossbeock, Mt. Clemens, iMichigen
April 22-24 fiichigzn Gem & Minersl Society Show, Jackson Sports Arena,
: 1300 . MNorth St., Jackson, Michigan
April fo=iday 1 Grend Rapids Mineral Society Displays, Demonstrations, Talks,
' Blandford Nature Center, Grand Repids, Michigan

April 30-May 1 Kalamezoo Geological and Mineral Society Show, County Center
Building, Fairgrounds, Kalamzzoo, Michigan
pril 30-ilay 1 Jlue Weter Lapidary Society Show, American Legion Charles
Hammond Post Mo. 8, 1026 &th.5t., Port Huron, Michigan
May 20«22 Midwest iineralogical & Lapidery Society of Dearborn Show,
Dearborn Civie Center, Michigan & Greenfield, Dearborn, Michigan
June 25-206 Michigan Goology & Gemcraft Society Seminar, Delta College,
Bey City, Michigon
June 10-172 L=wrence County Rock Club, Bedford, Indisna, Swap.
July 14=17 i F Convention-5how, . iestern Illineis University, HMacomb, Illinois
Auge 1i=14 AFMS Canvention-Show, Shrocveport, Louisiana
* % % % % X % %
FULGURITES
Fulgurites are funny little things, but they're really not little. They
erc rzeputed tp be as big as haystacks! The largest one reperted was forty

feet long. Unfortunately, they have a habit of collapsing, so what we find

is likely not over an inch in dismeter, end 3 to 5 inches long. Fulgurites

are PSTRIFIED LIGHTMING. When lightning strikes silice sand, usually open . oo AL
dunes with ridges for good drainage, it goes through the drier surface sand

in scerch of moisturs below.

)

Bquusvc of the extremely high tﬂmpcrauurc of lightning, up to 30,000

greszs Centigrnde, it vitrifiss the sand it passes through (silica melts

at 1710 ¢ }cgrecﬁ) forming hollow tubes -~ glassy on the inside, rough and
showing the fused sand on the outside. The resulting mineral is an =amorphous
form of quarts, called lechetelierite, and rarely occurs cxcept os fulgurite.

There are olso rock fulg
lsaving & glassy surface on si
and Toluca, in Mexico are sit

the Atlontic const are hunting gr

urites = when lightning strikes mountain tops,
ilics—rich zock. Mt. Theilson, in QOregon
T

r these, while the Michigan shores and
unda fer the sand variety.

From The Crystal Gozor, vin the Potoskey Stone and
fiichigan Gem Nsws
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Club Calendar

fpril 29 Regular teeting, 7:30 pm, North School, Lansing.

Apxil 30 Field Trip to Hungry Hollow, Arkona, Ontario, Fossil collecting.
deet there a2t 10:00 a.m.

oy b Board Meeting, T7:320 pm, Czpitol Federal Bank, Dkemcé, Michigan.

ﬁay i9 . Annual Bancuet, First Christian Church, cornsr of Chester and

Covington, Lensing, ;iichigen. Social Hour, 5:30 pm. Dinner served
at 6:30 pm. Seo Maris Lowis for tickets.

nto Pough's .« Dt whon it¥s 1) sedid
za¢ {ohs 1 5till scratch my he
naid Dans 2 visit. . and sit and-wondexr

1
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